THE VILLAGE IN THE JUNGLE      m
loin cloth, his long hair hanging about his face,
and a great halo of flowers and branches upon his
head; thirty or forty great iron hooks had been put
through the skin of his back; to every hook was
attached a long cord, and all the cords had been
twisted into a rope. Another man held the rope,
while the first, bearing with his full weight upon
it so that the skin of his back was drawn away from
his body, danced around in a circle and shouted and
sang.
As Karlinahami and Hinnihami were making their
way slowly through the crowd, they suddenly heard
a soft voice behind them say:
"Well, mother, has not the hospital cured your
brother of his fever?" They turned and saw the
smiling face and winking eye of the vederala.
Hinnihami shrank away from him behind Karlina-
hami.
"Vederala," said Karlinahami, "I must speak with
you. Come away from all these people."
They pushed through the crowd, and going down
a narrow opening between two boutiques found
themselves in the strip of quiet forest upon the bank
of the river. The vederala squatted down under
a tree and began to chew betel. Karlinahami
squatted down opposite to him, and Hinnihami tried